In the first place I endeavoured so to regulate his diet as to meet his debilitated condition without fomenting the mischief.
Half a drachm of strong mercurial ointment was then directed to be rubbed into the thighs thrice a-day, and five grains of blue pill, with a full dose of opium, to be taken every night at bedtime. The sore was carefully bathed at proper intervals with the sol. sulph. cupri. comp. diluted according to the sensation produced. Caddis dipt in the same was laid on it, and the whole covered with an emollient poultice. The bowels proved so irritable that the blue pill was occasionally suspended,?but I need not followup the minutiae of the case.?Suffice it to say, that the requisite caution caused the saturation of the system to be more tardy than was desirable, and on the sixth day from my first visit, not only had no improvement on the sore been made manifest, but incipient ulceration was discovered in the throat. This, as may be imagined, rendered me doubly anxious to arrest the progress of the symptoms, and I accordingly gave, but not without occasional hesitation, a second pill daily, and increased the original quantity of ointment to ii. at each friction. On the fourteenth day, however, the mercurial fetor betrayed itself?the gums began to swell?and it is no exaggeration to assert, that from that moment the aspect of affairs was entirely changed. The throat healed rapidly ;?the circumference and depth of the horrid ulcer I have described were daily lessened to a degree which delighted the patient and astonished me;?and in three months from his landing in Antigua he again embarked, after having gradually regained flesh, strength, and spirits, with no trace of his misfortune but an ugly cicatrix in
